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Twenty-eight years ago, after years of prepa-
ration, Public Television Service (PTS) finally
emerged—taking on the historic mission of be-
coming Taiwan’s first public broadcaster. Twen-
ty years ago, this then eight-year-old institution
joined forces with several public-oriented televi-
sion channels to form the Taiwan Broadcasting
System (TBS), ushering in a new chapter in Tai-
wan’s public media landscape. Over the years,
what has this collective effort delivered to soci-
ety? And how should we envision its future?

Twenty years ago, | had the privilege of partic-
ipating in the formation of TBS as President of
PTS. Today, as we mark its 20th anniversary, |
am once again honored—this time as Chairper-
son—to help guide the organization as it faces
the challenges of a new era shaped by rapid
technological change. Over the years, TBS has
grown from PTS’s original team of just over 600
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to nearly 2,000 across the group. Its annual
operating budget has expanded from approx-
imately NT$1.53 billion in 2005 to nearly NT$6
billion in 2025, including over NT$1.4 billion in
revenue from CTS. Step by step, we have built
a stronger and more expansive public media
landscape in Taiwan.

Looking back on two decades of close in-
volvement and a shared journey, it is difficult to
speak of TBS’s achievements without a strong
sense of personal attachment. Yet, based on
independent surveys and professional evalu-
ations, there remains a body of objective evi-
dence that offers a clear point of reference:

First, the high level of public trust in our
news and information.

Delivering accurate and impartial news lies at
the heart of public media worldwide. According
to the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journal-
ism at the University of Oxford, PTS News has
consistently ranked among the most trusted
news sources in Taiwan. In its latest 2026 re-
port, PTS achieved a trust rating of 54%, rank-
ing first among all television news brands in the
country. News credibility is closely tied to the
values of its audience; in a society marked by
diverse and often polarized viewpoints, that PTS
News continues to earn the trust of a majority of
viewers is no small achievement.

Second, a leading role in revitalizing Tai-
wan'’s television drama industry.

Over the past two decades, Taiwan’s drama
sector faced significant challenges, struggling
both domestically and internationally. During
this period, PTS dramas continued to push for
breakthroughs, becoming a crucial force in
sustaining the industry and driving its eventual
revival. At the 2025 Golden Bell Awards, TBS
productions received 95 nominations, with
standout works such as Three Tears in Borneo,
Black Tide Island, and The Outlaw Doctor earn-
ing top honors. These productions also gained
recognition at major international platforms—
including Series Mania in France, the New York
Festivals TV & Film Awards, and INPUT—win-
ning acclaim from both critics and audiences,
and bringing Taiwanese storytelling to the glob-
al stage.

Third, an irreplaceable role in serving di-
verse cultural and linguistic communities, as
well as younger audiences.

From its very founding, TBS has counted Tai-
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wan Indigenous Television (TITV) and Hakka
TV among its core members. Even after TITV
began operating independently outside the
Group, PTS has continued its long-standing
commitment to Indigenous affairs. Eight years
ago, it launched Southeast Asian—language
news to serve new immigrant communities,
followed by the establishment of the PTS Taigi
Channel seven years ago to further strengthen
local language and cultural content.

Extending this commitment across generations,
PTS XS—Ilaunched on August 20, 2024—is
a dedicated video platform for children and
young audiences in Taiwan, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in the Group’s service to young-
er viewers.

Fourth, a key driver in the internationaliza-
tion of Taiwan’s audiovisual content.

Cultural exchange broadens perspectives and
fosters dialogue. While commercial media often
face constraints due to market structures and
profit considerations, TBS has, by contrast, con-
tinued to expand Taiwan’s global reach through
its high-quality productions and long-estab-
lished international public media networks.
Through professional workshops and forums,
exchanges between domestic and international
industry players, active participation in interna-
tional organizations, and strong performances
at global competitions, TBS has enabled Tai-
wanese content to shine steadily on the world
stage.

As Taiwan’s largest public media organization,
TBS has spent the past 20 years deeply rooted
in local communities while maintaining a glob-
al outlook, with a scope of work that is both
wide-ranging and far-reaching. From serving
underrepresented groups—such as the hear-
ing-impaired and the elderly—to producing and
promoting documentaries, and broadcasting
major sporting events, TBS has consistently
stepped forward at moments when commercial
media were absent, fulfilling its public mission
and upholding a spirit of service.

In short, over the past two decades, TBS has
played the role of a true benchmark—setting
new standards and shaping new directions for
audiovisual content across news, drama, doc-
umentary, diverse communities, and children’s
programming.

Yet, this period of growth has unfolded along-
side profound shifts and growing turbulence in

3
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Taiwanese society. While progress has been
made, divisions driven by differing identities
and values have deepened, giving rise to in-
creasing polarization. Media is widely regarded
as a cornerstone of democratic life, and when
it functions as a true public sphere, it can foster
rational dialogue and inclusive deliberation—
strengthening social cohesion and advancing
justice. In this regard, public media—free from
the constraints of commercial imperatives—
is entrusted with a particularly vital democratic
role.

In this context, TBS must go beyond being a
benchmark. It must adopt a more proactive, ac-
tion-oriented approach, taking on the role of a
catalyst for progress—helping to move Taiwan
forward and navigate the challenges facing its
democracy and social development.

Over the past two decades, TBS has been nur-
tured with dedication and passion, shaped by
the countless hands and hearts of those who
believed in its purpose. There have been mo-
ments of celebration, and moments of hardship;
seasons of proud harvest, and trials that tested
our resolve. Through it all, its journey has quietly
mirrored that of Taiwan itself—resilient in spirit,
evolving with time, and always moving forward.

Looking ahead, beyond the strength of Taiwan's
technological mountains, our society needs
something equally enduring: a Mountain of the
Spirit—where trust takes root, shared values
endure, and common purpose rises above divi-
sion.

To meet the calling of our times, building TBS
into that Mountain of the Spirit must be not only
our defining mission for the next twenty years,
but also a solemn promise—one that will be
carried forward as its legacy.

NREHREESR
Yuan-Hui Hu, PTS/CTS Chairperson
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Judy Tam
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INPUT President
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It is with great pleasure that | congratulate Taiwan
Broadcasting System for an extraordinary Twentieth
Year Celebration!

Looking at the impact TBS has had on its communi-
ty, citizens, and nation, it is impossible to measure
the results and benefits it has provided to the entire
country. With the expansion of native language pro-
gramming, enrichment projects, and entertainment
on digital channels as well as social media, the
influence and recognition it deserves to receive is
extraordinary for global impact.

On behalf of INPUT (an international public media
organization), | applaud TBS. | also express ap-
preciation and gratitude for TBS participation and
partnership in our organization which has a 49 year
history of global relationships with conferences
throughout the World. INPUT had the benefit of be-
ing successfully hosted by PTS in 2006 and in 2023,
bringing over a thousand public media profession-
als to your beautiful country to screen programs
selected internationally. TBS and PTS is a critical
partner to the landscape of public media throughout
the World. As public media has had pressures in
each country and region, TBS helps Taiwan to shine
in its role in promoting social responsibility and free
speech.

With sincere regards,
Judy Tam
INPUT, President

HENHN —HAL2EHE
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Kristian Porter
HRAHEREE HITR
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Alliance ) MEBE  UNREBHEKNEE
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PR EREELENEE  FEEE
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AR N —EE MBI 4 -

CEO of Public Media Alliance (PMA)

On behalf of the Public Media Alliance secretariat
and membership, we congratulate TBS on its 20th
anniversary.

Throughout the past two decades we have had
the privilege of working and partnering with TBS’s
Public Television Service (PTS) as a member of our
global association. Together we have promoted
the vital importance of independent public service
media as trusted sources of news and information,
especially during election periods and at times of
crisis.

As long-standing members of our Board, PTS
demonstrated the virtues of international collabora-
tion, and we thank them for their support and collab-
oration on numerous conferences, research papers,
staff exchanges and advocacy campaigns over the
years.

PTS is a true asset for Taiwan and its citizens,
demonstrating the best of public service media and
its role in underpinning informed democracy, both at
home and abroad.

Here'’s to another 20 years.

Kristian Porter, CEO
Public Media Alliance (PMA)
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Dr. Maya Gotz
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Head of PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL

With warmest regards from PRIX JEUNESSE :
For TBS on its 20th Anniversary

Stories are at the heart of every culture — through
them, we affirm our values and share what matters
most to us.

At PRIX JEUNESSE INTERNATIONAL - the world’s
most prestigious children’s television festival for pro-
fessionals — children’s media experts from across
the globe come together every other year to watch,
discuss, and evaluate the strongest, boldest, and
most innovative stories for young audiences.

When Taiwan took part with a programme for the
very first time in 2008, it was already clear that here
was a very special way of seeing children and tell-
ing stories.

No one, however, could have foreseen what would
unfold over the next two decades. Today, in 2026,
Taiwan is the country with the highest number of
high-quality children’s programmes worldwide sub-
mitted, and ranks third in the number of productions
reaching the finals, right behind the UK and Norway.

Taiwan thus stands among the countries with the
greatest innovative power in storytelling for children
and young people today.

What made this “Taiwan Miracle” possible is TBS!
Such leaps in innovation can only happen through
smart networking and collaboration, driven by an
untiring commitment to learning how to inspire the
next generation to find their way in a complex world.

For making this “Taiwan Miracle” possible, heartfelt
congratulations and a deeply felt thank you to TBS
for all it has achieved for children in Taiwan — and far
beyond.

HENHN —HAL2EHE
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